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‘BEING A MISCELLANEOUS “4 
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DIRECTED : ita 


To the immproverhent of the human mind: 
IN PROSE AND VERSE. , . 
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AGENTS. 


The following Brethren, are humbly requefted to 

ferve as agents, in the diftribution of this work ; and in 
the collections and returns of the monies due quarterly, 
for the fame. 
Marcellus—Parley E. Howe. Camillus—Gideon Wil. 
coxen Efq P. Matter. Manlius—Rev. Jenkens Shear. 
man. Nelion—Ezekiel Willianis, Eaton—Rufus E). 
drid. Sherburne—John. Guthry. Hamilton—Rey, 
Nath’l. Stacy. Madifon—Rev. Seth Jones. Whites. 
town—Jchn French. Litchfield-—Rev. William Un. 
derwood. Homer—Col. Mofes Hopkins. Deruyter— 
Tra Gage. Richfield—Ivory Holland. Otfego—An. 
brofe Clark. Floyd—Rev. Stephen R. Smith. Una. 
dilla—-Rev. Edwin Ferris. Bainbridge— Rev. Udney 
H. Jacob. Scipio—Rev. David Gilfon. Virgil—— 
Rev. Archelus Green. Broadalbin—Doddrige Smith, 
P. M. Greenfield Cornelius G. Parfon. Danby 
—— Dr. Lewis Beers, P.M. Jericho—Dr. William 
Kuap. Alexander--Jofeph Rix. Leroy—Ella Smith, 
Eiq. Riga — Thomas Gay. Benton—Reuben Gage, 
Canandaigua—Rev. Calvin. Morton. Phelpftown— 
Rev. William Baker. Perry—Jabez Ball. Middle 
bury—John F. Cary. 

Many other “weais will be defired to ferve as Agents 
whofe A I have not room to infert, 





THE Agents and Brethren in each part of the 
country, are humbly requefted to colle& their {mall 
fums together, and exchange their {mall bills for one or 
two containing the full amount, before they mail them 
to the editor ; they are alfo defired not to diftribute any 
pamphlets but to fuch as they would be willing to be. 
come accountable for, from this time. 
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DISSERTATIONS 


kag ee 


) ON THE 
, REVELATIONS. 
' CHAP. 1V. 


, r AFTER this, 1 looked, and behold, 2 
.— adoor was opened in heaven : and the first 

voice which 1 heard, was as it were of a 
-@ trumpet talking with me; which said, Come 
1 up hither, and 1 will show thee things a 

which must be hereafter. ta 
y 2. Andimmediately 1 was in the spirit : 
nf and behold, athrone was set in heaven, and 
» M one sat on the throne. 

3. And he that sat was tolook upon like 4 
a jasper, and a sardine stone : and there was baal 
arainbow round about the throne, in sight 
» like unto an emerald. 

4. And round about the throne were four 
and twenty seats : and upon the seats I saw 
four and twenty elders sitting clothed in 
white raiment; and they had on their heads 
crowns of gold. 

5. And out of the throne proceeded light- 
ings, and thundrinys, and voices: And 
there were seven lamps of fire burning be- 


fore the throne, which are the seven »spirits 
of God. 


6. And before the throne there was a sea 
of glass like untocrystal : Andin the midst. 
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of the throne, and round about the throne 
were four beasts full of eyes before and be. 
hind, 

7. And the first beast was like a lion, 
and the second beast like a calf, and the 
third beast had ‘a face as a man, and the 
fourth beast was like a flying eagle. 

8. And the four beasts had each of them 
six wings about him, and they were fuil of 
eyes within; and they rest not day and 
night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God 
almighty, which was, and is, and is tocome, 

9. And when those beasts give glory and 
honour, and thanks to him that sat on the 
throne who liveth for ever and ever, 


10. ‘The four and twenty elders fall down 
before him that sat on the throne, and_ wor- 
ship him that liveth for ever and ever, and 
cast their crowns before the throne saving, 

11. Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive 
glory, and honour, and power: for thou 
hast created all things, and for thy pleasure 
they are, and were created. 

After this vision relating to the things 
which are, other visions gyccced of the th:ngs 
which must b: hereafter# The scene is laid 
in heaven ; and the scenery is drawn in al- 
lusion to the mcampment-of the children of 
Israel in the wilderness. God is represent- 
ed sitting on his throne, asin the tabernscle 


































rHE REVELATIONS. 5 


or temple, much in the same manner as the 
prophet Esekiel hath described him. Next 
to the tabernacle incamped the Priests and 
Levites ; & next to the throne were four and 
twenty elders sitting, answering to the princ- 
es of the four and twenty courses of the 
Jewish priests ; clothed in white raiment, as 
emblems of their purity and sanctity ; ‘and 
they had on their beads crowns of gold, Christ 

having made them a royal priesthood, and 
| kings and priests unto God. Out of the 
throne proceeded lightnings, and thundrings, 
and veices, the usual concomitants and at- 
tendants of the divine presence™: and there 
were seven lamps of fire burning before the 
ibrone, answering to the golden candlestick 
with seven lamps, which was before the 
most holy place in the tabernacle. Before 
the throne there was also asea of glass, like 
unto crystal, answering to the great molten 
sea or laver in the temple of Solomon : And 
in the midst of the throne, and round about 
the throne, that is before and behind the 
throne, and on each side of the throne, were 
four beasts or rather four living creatures, 
representing the heads of the whole congre- 
gation in the four quarters of the world, and 
resembling the Cherubrm and Saraphim in 
Ezekiel’s and Is2iah’s visions, or rather re- 
sembling the four standards or ensigns of 
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the four divisions in the camp of Israel, ac- 
cording to the traditionary description of 
them by jewish writers, The first living 
creature was like a lion, which was the 
standard of Judah with the two other tribes 
in the eastern division ; and the second Tike 
a calf or ox, which was the standard of E- 
phraim with the two other tribes in the west- 
ern division ; and the third had a face as a 
man, which was the standard of Reuben with 
the two other tribes in the southern divi- 
sion ; and the fourth was like a flying eagle, 
which was the standard of Dan with the 
two other tribes in the northern division : 
and this traditionary description agrees also 
wi.h the four faces of the Cherub in Eze. 
kiel’s visions. Of these living creatures 
and of the elders the constant employment 
is to celebrate, in hymns of praise and 
thanksgiving, the great and wonderful 
works of creation and providence. 





HISTORY OF EGYPT. 


EGYPT is one of the first and most fa- 
mous countries that we read of in history. 
In the Hebrew scriptures it is called Miz- 
raim and the land of Ham, having been first 
inhabited after the deluge by Noah’s voung- 
est son Ham or Hammon, and by his son 
Mizriam. 
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It is certain, that in the days of Joseph, 
if not before those in the days of Abraham, 
it was a great and flourishing kingdom.— 
"lhere are monuments of its greatness yet 
remaining to the surprise and astonishment 
of all poterity, of which as we know not 
the time of their erection, so in all probabil- 
ity we shall never know the time of their de- 
struction. 


This country was also celebrated for its 
wisdom, no less than for its antiquity. It 
was, as 1 may call it, the great academy of the 
earlier ages, Hi.her the wits and sages of 
Greece and other countries repaired, and 
imbibed their learning at this fountain. It 
is mentioned to the commendation of Mo. 
ses thathe was learned in all the wisdom of 
the Egyptians: and the highest character 
given of Solomon’s wisdom is that it exced- 
led :he wisdom of all the children of the east 
country and all the wisdom of Egypt. But 
with this wisdom, and this greatness, it was 
early corrupted ; and was as much the pa- 
rent of superstition, as it was the mistress 
of learning; andthe one as well as the o- 
ther were from thence propagated and diffus- 
ed over other cuuntries. 1t was indeed the 
grand corrupter of the world, the source of 
polytheism and idolatry to several of the 
eastern, and to most of the more western 
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nations; and degenerated at last to such 
monstrous and beastly worship, that we 
shall scarcely find a parallel in all history. 


Prosperity of the Fews in Egypt. 
ALEXANDER the great transplanted 


many of the Jews into his new city of Alex- 
andria, and allowed them privileges and im- 
munities equal to those of the Macedonians 
themselves. Ptolemy Soter carried more 
of them into Egypt, who there enjoyed such 
advantages, that not a few ofthe other Jews 
went thither of their own accord, the good- 
ness of the country and the liberality of 
Ptolemy alluring them. Ptolemy Philadel 

phus redeemed and released the captive 
Jews ; and in his reign or his father’s, the 
books of Moses were translated into Greek, 
and afterwards the other parts of the Old 
Testament. The third Ptolemy, called 
Euergetes, having subdued all Syria, did. 
not sacrifice to the Gods of Egypt in ac- 
knowledgement of his victory ; but coming 
to Jerusalem, made his oblations to God 

after the manner of the Jews; and the king’s 

example, no doubt, would influence many 
of his subjects. The sixth Ptolemy, called 
Philometor, and his queen Cleopatra, com- 

mitted the whole management of the king- 

dom totwo Jews, Onias and Dositheus. 
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who were their chief ministe’s and generals, i 
and had the pring ipal direction of al affuirs Y 
beth civil and minary. “This Onias obtain- 
eda licence from the king snd queen to 
build a temple for the Jew s 4 Egypt like 
tht at Jerusalem, ailedgin 1g i hig purpose 


this ery prophecy of bee that there 

should be un altar to the Lord inthel n of "7 
Leypt : and the king and queen in the res- 
cript make honorable mention of the law i 
and the prophet Isiah, and e XPress a dread ‘a 


oi sinning against God. ‘The place chosen 
for the buil iing of this temple, was in the 
prefecture of Heliopolis, or tHe ciry of the 
sun, which plice is likewise mentioned in 
the | prophe: cy. lt was built after the madel 
of the temple at Jerusa alem, but not so 
sumptuous and magnificent. He himself 
was mate hgh priest; other | Tic sts. and 
Levites were appointed fo yr i ministration ; 
and divine servie was daily ellaeed 
there inthe same manner eas at Jerusalem, 
and continued as long; for Vasp.stan, hav- 
ing destroyed the temple at Jerusalem, or- 
dered this also to. be demolished. 








10 NOTES, &c, 


NOTES ON THE PARABLES 
OF THE 
NEW-TESTAMENT. 

Maith. CHAP viii. verfes 31, 32 


“ Another parable put he forth unto them, faving, The 
ke fom of mes wen ts like toa grain of muftard feed, 
avhich a min took and jowed in hic field : : which indeed 
is the le sft of ul foods ; but when it is grown it ts the 

‘ateft among herbs and becometh a tree; fo that the 
birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof,” 


In this parable, Chrift reprefents 

1. The gofpel of everlafting life, by one grain of 
muftard-feed ; not onaccount of its fmallnefs, or in- 
fig ificaucy, in itfelf confidered ; but on account of its 
{mali ay ppearas ce when it was fir ft revealed to man on 
earth, by a threat to the ferpent, in which it was faid, 
<The feed of the woman fhould bruife his head :”? and 
as Jefus faith, ** [ and my doétiine am one,” we ma 
even appropriate the grain of muftard feed to Chrift 
himfelf whois the feed of the woman proemifed. 

2. Mankind, or human nature, by a fie!d, in which 
the murtard-feed is fown 3 in which, this parable cor- 
refponds with the former. 

3. The Father of all mercies, who was graciorfly 
pleafed to fend his fon into the world, by aman who 
towed a gral an of muttard feed. Or, to alter the appro- 
priation alittle, we may fay, that Chrift reprefents 
himfel+, by the man who {.wed the muttard-feed : His 
doctrine, wnich he preached by the muttard feed, ap- 
peared vais and infizerficaut to the Scribes and Pari- 
‘ees 5 the lealt of all feeds, the moit defpifed in the eyes 
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of vain and foolifh men wh» judge by the outward ap- 
pearance of things, without being able to scan their in- 
ward qualities, or determine their real worth. And 
how many millions of ftupid mortals are dai’y negleG- 
ing thofe glorious truths of the kingdom of God, and 

the gofpel of everlafting confequence and value, ard 
running greedily in purfuit of the falfe glare of things 
of a momentary confequence, and even bu ‘di g their 
hapoinefs in acquilitions which ought and mutt be their 
fhame. 

4 He fhoweth the future fuperiority of the go/pel 
over all other religion, by the muttard feed, which, aiter 
it Is grown, is the greateft among herbs 

And laftly, {hat reft which mankind fhall finally ob- 
tain in the many manfions of divive grace, is fignified by 
se lodging ia the branches of this chiefelt among 

erbs. 


Verfe 33. 


© Anothe ber parable /pake L he unto them, The kingdom of 


heaven ts like unto leaven which a woman tab and hid 

in three me [ures of meal, till the whale was leavened,”’ 

By this pa arable we learn, tft. The divine efficacy of 
the gofpel on the creature who ftands in need of its 
falvation, by the power of leaven operating in meal. 

3. We are taught that all momentous truth and fub- 
lime do@trinal idea of the real nature of man, which 
abfelutely ftands in relation to Chrift, or his gofpel, as 

meal does to leaven : for, it may be obferved, that leav- 
en could have no pofiible sport ion in meal, did not the 
meal, 1 in its own nature, poffefs a quality that naturally 

adhered tothe leaven. 

3 The final effects of divine grace in the miniftry of 
reconciliation, in which we look for univerfal fubmiffion 
to Chrift in his glorious and ever blefled kingdom, is 
communicated in that it is faid, until the whole wa 
lcavened,”? 
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Verfe 44. 


“© Again the kingdom of heaven is like unto treafure hid 
ino field : the which waen amar hath found he hideth. 
and for joy thereof goeth and felleth all that he hath, and 
buy th that field oF 
Crriit here repefents, 

1. Hunan nature. by a treafurer, 

2 Mortality and time, by a fieid, in which the treaf, 
ure was hid. 

3. cimfelf by the one who found the treafure, and 
for joy hid it. 

4 His parting with the gh ry which he bad with the 
Father before the worid was, aud vetting bimfelf, thro’ 
his mediatorial proccfs, with all power in heaven and 
earth, by which mortality and time became manifettly 
his own, aod by which his right of property ip the 
whole creature which was made fubjeét to vanity was 
manifetted, 1s reprefented by a man’s teiling ail that he 
had and buying the field which contained the trea/ure. 


Verfes 45> 46. 

‘ Again, the kingdom of heiven is lke unto a merchant 
man fee ing goodly pearls : who. when he hud found one 
pearl of g ext price, he wens and fold all that be had, and 
bought it”? 

The ideas communicated in this Parable are almot 
fimilar to thofe in the preceding. 

t. Euman nature ts here reprefented by a pearl of 
great price. 

2. The Saviour reprefents himfelf by a merchant- 
man feeking goodly pearls. 

3. The fuccefs of hts miffisn in feeking and faving 
that which was loft, is fhown in that the merchant-man 
found a pearl of great srice and making it his own by 
purchafe ; for which purpofe, he fuld all that he had, 
as delcribed ia ithe former parable. But let it be re- 
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membered, for the excitement of eternal gratitude, that 
this purchafe was with great price. 


Verfe 47. 


& Acain, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net that was 
caft tnto the fea, and gathered of every kind 3 which, 
when it was full they drew to fhore. and fit down and 
gathered the good into veffels, but caft the bad away.” 

It will be proper i this place to introduce fome- 
thing of a fimilar parable, which we find in chap. xxii. 
from the beginning to the 14:h verfe, inclufive, ** And 
Jefus anfwered and fpake unto them again by parables, 
and faid, The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain 
king which made a marria,e for his fon ; and fent 
forth his fervarts to call them that were bidden to the 
wedding ; and they woud not come. Again he fe t 
forth other fervants, faying, Tell them which are bid- 
den, Behold, I have prepared my dinner ; my exen 
and my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready 
come unto the marriage. But they made light of it, 
and went their ways, one to his farm, and another to his 
merchandife ; and the remnant took his tervants, and 
entreated them {pitefully, and flew them. But when 
the king heard thereof he was wroth - and he fent forth 
his armies, and deftroyed thofe murderers, aud burnt 
up their city. “Vhen faith heto his fervants, The wed- 
ding is ready, but they which were bidden were not 
worthy. Goyetherefore into the high-ways, and as 
many as ye fhall find bid tothe marriage. So thofe fer. 
vants went out into the highways, and gathered togeth. 
er all, as many as they found, both bad and good ; and 
the wedding was furnifhed with guefts. And when 
the king came in to fee the guetts, he faw there a man 
which had not on a wedding garment ; & he faith uoto 
him, Friend, how comeft thou in hither, not having a 
wedding garment? And he was {peechlefa, ‘hen 











14 NOTES ow 


faid the king to the fervants, Bind him hand and foot, 
and take him away, and cait him into ucter darkacfs ; 
here fhali be weeping and gnafhing of teeth For ma. 
ny are called, but tew are chofen.” 

t, Chrift in this parable reprefents the Father of all 
mercies, by a king who made a marriage for his fon. 

2. Himfelf, by a Prince, for whom his father madea 
wedding. 

3. The then prefent opportunity of receiving Chrift & 
his doctrine, while he was gracioufly preaching the 
word of the kingdom, and evidencing his authority by 
inconteltible evidences of power and grace, is figuified 
by a wedding. 

4. The houfe of Ufrael, undoubtedly, is meant, by 
thofe who were bidden. 

5. The meflage brought to the Jews by Chrift and 
thofe whom he ordained to preach to the lott fheep of 
the houfe «f Ifracl, is reprefented by the call to thofe 
who were bidden. 

6. The pe-fecution which they met with from the 
Jews, is fhowa in the treatment which the fervants ex- 


perienced, 
9. Vhe negle& of the Jews on this cccefion, is fignifi- 
ed by thofe 3h » were bidden making light of the invi- 


tation, one going to his farm, and auother to his mere 


Ci hand! fe. 


8. The dettruction e the Jew s by the Romans, is 


reant by the king’s bet athful, and fending forth 
his armies to deitroy thei C sania rers, and to burn up 
} ‘ Py 
their Ci y 4 meal [ HS jel us al: 772. 
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We now come to that part of oe Parable which cor- 
refponds with the one above written; the fame thing 
being meant by the fervants’ Réing fent into the high- 
ways as is meant by a net’s being ‘caft into the (eg.sis 
And ewe reader will oe Ktes§ that the fame thing 
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found, both bad and good, as is meant by the nets gath- 
ering of every kind. And the man who had not a wed- 
ding garment, in the parable of the marriage, anfwere 
to the bad inthe parable of the net ; and the binding 
of the man and caiting him into utter darknefs, anfwers 
to the cafting of the bad fifh away. 

But let us lok diligently, that we may find who were 
reprefented by bad fifh, in one parable, and by a man 
who had nut a wedding garment, 10 the other. 

t By wedding garment, | underftand the righteouf- 
neis of Cunt, of which I fpoke in nutes on chap ix. 16. 

2 he garment which was not accepted as a wed. 
diiy garmert, was the garment which we found 1n notes 
lat referred to, which was prepared by putting a piece 
of new cloth to au old garment, whercby the rent in the 
old garment was made wor/e 

3. By coming to the wedding, in the one parable, and 
being caugh: in the net, in the other, fignify cm 


9g ne 
F into the open profeflion of chriftianity. N ow behoid 
the group ! ere are many crving Lord! Lord! but 
not difpefed iu heart to do the will of the Father :— 
Here are multitudes who have been at the trouble of 
| patching up a rightevulnefs, by dependi g on the right- 


ecouluets of Chrift in corjunéticn with their own: The 
p tthers of men have caught of every kind, aud now comes 
the divifion. Chriftians by protefii n, who know no- 
thing of the all renovating power of divine grace, who 
call Tefus Lord, but depend on works of their own .or 
p2cceptance with Gop, are ina worfe fituation than 
ithofe who make no profeffion at all; and we may lay 
ito fuch, as Chrift faid to the Pharifees and Scribes, 
“ Publicans and harlots 
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go into the kingdom of heaven 
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cing cait away, in one parabie, and being caft irto 

Utter darknefs, reprefented in the other, th ws the def- 


Pairing inuation into which the hypocrite 13 reduced by 
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the perifhing of his hope. But that the reader may 
have a icriptural knowledge of the confequence arifing 
from a dettru@ti.n of this falfe righteouireis, he wiil 
be fo careful as to turn to the aft Epiftle of Paui to 
the Co inthians i. 11, &c. where we find, that thole 
who fuffered the lofs of their own works, (which are re. 
prefented by hay, wood and ftubble) by tire, are faved 
by that fame fire. 





THE DESTRUCTION 
OF 


FERUSALEM. 


WE are now come to the last act of this 
dismal tr>gedy, the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem and the final dissolution of the Jewish 
polity in church and state, which our Sayv- 
iour for several reasons might not think fit 
to declare nakedly and plainly, and _ there- 
fore chooseth to clothe his discourse in fig: 
urative language. §* He might possibly do 
“it, as Dr. Jortin conceives, to perplex the 
“ unbelicving persecuting Jews, if his dis- 
‘© courses should ever fall tnto their hands, 
<< thatthey might notlearn to avoid the im- 
*S pending ¢ vil ff age Immedia’ely after the 


I 


tribul ition of those days, shall the sun 0¢ 


tight, ond the stars shall fall from bhervet, 
and iVE pe Wers of tbe beav VO}: shall Ve shal ben.” . 


Lirkened. and the moon shall not give ber 
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Commentators generelly understand this 
and what follows of the end of the world 
and of Christ’s coming to judgment : but 
the words zmmediately afte: the tribulation of 
those days show evidently that he is not 
speaking of any distantevent, but of some- 
thing immediately consequent upon the wi- 
bulation before mentioned, and that must 
be the destruction of Jerusalem. It is true, 
his figures are very strong, but no stronger 
than are used by the ancient prophets upon 
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similar occasions. The prophet Isaiah speak- 
eth in the same manner of Babylon, “ Be- 
bold the day of the Lord comet). ¢: vend both 
with wrath ana | fierce anger, to lay the las 


fie nd 


desolate ; and he shall destroy the sinners 
thereof out of it. Fo- the stars of beaver 
and the constellations the reat shall not give 
their light ; the sun shall be darkened in bis 
going forth, oe moon shall not cause bet 
light to shine-”? ‘The prophet Lackiel speak- 
eth in the same manner of Leypt, ‘“* And 
when I. $0 ll put thee out, [ will cover the hea- 
ven, and make the stars there J dark; lwlt 
cover the sun witha cloud, andthe meon sbi 
notgive her light. All the bright tig os id hea- 
ven will [ Tale dark over thee, and set dark- 
ness upon thy land, saith the Lo: 1 Gad ? 
The prophet Daniel speaketh in ‘the same 
manner of the slaughter of the Jews by the 
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little horn, whether by the little horn be un. 
derstood Antiochus fpiphanes or the pow- 
er ofthe Romans ; “ And it waxed great, 
even tot e host of heaven ; and it cast down 
some of the host, and of the stars to the ground, 
and stamped upon them: And the wie 19 
soc] of this very destruction of Jerusalem 

‘And! will show wonders in the bea: ons. 
and in the earth, blood and fire and pillars of 
smoke. The sun shall be turned fr to dark- 
siess, and the moon into blood, before the great 
and terrible day of the Lord come. ‘Thus it 
is that in the prophetic language great com- 
motions and revolutions upon ear h, are of- 
ten represented by commotions and changes 
in the heavens. 

Our Saviour proceedeth in the same fig- 
urative style. ‘* Andthen shall appear the 
sign of the Son of man in heaven ; avd then 


shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and 


the y shall see the Son of man coming in the 
clouds of heaven, with power and great gi0- 
ry. we plain meaning of itis, that the 
destruction of Jerusalem will be such a re- 
markable instance of divine vengeance, such 
a signal manifestation of Christ’s power and 
elory, that all the Jewish tribes shall mourn, 
and many will be led from thence to ac- 
knowledge Christ and the Christian religion. 
Inthe ancient prophets God is frequently 
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described as coming in the e/ouds, upon any 
remarkable interposition and manifestation 
of his power: and the same description is 
here applied to Christ. The destruction of 
Jerusalem will be as ample a manifestation 
of Christ’s power and glory, as if he was 
himself to come visibly in the clouds of 
heaven. 


The same sort of metaphor is carried on 
inthe next verse. ‘* And he shall send his 
angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and 
they shall gather together his elect from the 
four winds, from one end of heav:n to the o- 
‘ber.”? ‘That is all in the style and phrase- 
alogy of the prophcts, and stript of its fig- 
ures meaneth only, that after the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem Christ by his ang Is or 
ministers will gather to himself a glorious 
church out of all the nations under heaven. 
Lhe Jews shall be thrust out, as he expres- 
ses himself in another place, ‘* and they 
shall come from the east, and from the west, 
and from the north, and from the south ; and 
shall sit down in the kingdom of Ged. No 
one ever so little versed in history. needeth 
to be told, that the Christian religion spread 
& prevailed mightily after this period ; and 
hardly any one thing contributed more to 
this success of the gospel, than the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, falling out in the very 
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20 DUDITH AGAINST 


manrer and with the verv circumstances so 
particularly foretold by our blessed Saviour. 
NEwTon, 

We here prefent the reader with two extras of let. 
ters written by azdrew Dudith, of Poland, who had 
been excommunicated from the Church of Rome for 
herefy. His fentiments favoured the Unitarian Baptists, 

a {pecies of popular heretics who had fled into Poland 
for the enj-yment of that religious liberty which was 
denied them in other places. Dudith correfponded 
with many of the moft noted reformers ; and these ex- 
traéts clear! ly difcover the {pirit by which they were ac- 
tuated, and may ferve to fhow the light in which that 
di(cerning man viewed the condu& of thefe perfecuting 
Proteftants. 

‘Tell me, (faye he to Wolf) my learned friend, now 
‘that the Culvinifs have burnt Servetus, and beheaded 
* Gentilis, and murdered many othere, having banished 
* Bernard Ochin with bis wife and children from your 
‘city inthe depth of a fharp wirter ; now that the 
* Luther ns have expelled Lasco, with the congregation 
* of foreigners that came out of England with him, in 
‘an extremely rigorous feafon of the year; havirg 
«done a great many fuch exploits, all contrary to the 
* genius of chiiftianity, how, I ask, how fhall we meet 
*the Papists? With what face can we tax them with 
‘cruelty ? How dare we fay, Our weapens are not carnal ? 
*Howcan we any longer urge, Let both grow together 
- tillthe harvest ? Let us ceafe to boaft, that faith can- 
‘not be compelled, & that conference cught to be free.” 

* You contend, (fays he to Baza.) that fcripture is 
*a perfect rule of faith and practice. But you are all 
* divided about the fenfe of fcripture; and you have not 
“iettied who fha'l be judge. You fay one thing, 
© Stancarus another. You quote fcripture, he quotes 
‘f{cripture. Youreafon, he reafons. You require m- 
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éto believe you. I refpe& you: but why fhould I 
‘truft you rather than Stancarus ? You fay he is a here- 
‘tic : bnt the Papifts fay, you are both heretics. Shall 
¢ [believe them ? They quote hiftorians and fathers : fo 
¢dovou. To whom do you addrefs yourfelves ? Where 
‘is the judge ? You fay,the {pirit, of the prophets are 
‘ fubje&t to the prophets ; but you fay I am no prophet, 
sand I fay, you are not one. Who isto be judge ? I 
¢ love liberty as wellas you. You have broken cff your 
¢ yoke, allow me to break mine. Hoving freed your- 
¢felves from the tyranny of popifh prelates, why do you 
«turn ecclefiattical tyrants yourfelves, and treat others 
¢ with barbarity and cruelty for only doing what you 
‘fet them an example todo? You contend, that your 
‘ lay-hearers, the magiftrates, and not you, are to be 
‘ blamed, for it is they who banifh and burn for herefy. 
¢ IT know you make this excufe : but tell me, have not 
‘you inftilled fuch principles into their ears ? Have they 
‘done any thing more than put in praétice the doce 
‘trine that you taught them ? Have you not told them 
‘how glorious it was to defend the faith ? Have you 
‘not beenthe conftant panegyrifis of fuch princes as 
‘have depopulated whole diftri€ts for herefy ? Do you 
‘not daily teach, that they who appeal from your con- 
‘ feffions to {cripture caught to be punifhed by the fecu- 
‘lar power? It is impoffible for you to deny this. Does 
‘nat all the world know that you are a fet of dema- 
* gogues, or (to {peak more mildly) a fort of tribunes, 
‘and that the magiftrates do nothing but exhibit in 
‘public what you teach them io private ? Youtry to 
‘ juttity the banithment of Ochin, and the execution of 
‘others, and you feem to with Poland would follow 
‘your example. God forbid ! When you talk of your 
* Augtburg Confeffon, and your Helvetic Creed, and your 
* unanimity, and your fundamental truths, 1 keep thinking 
‘of the fixth commandment. Thou /halt not hill,” 
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22 MORAL REFLECTIONS. 


Honor and riches are the two wheels up. 
on which the whole world is moved ; these 
are the two springs of our discontent. 

Pride in a woman, destroys all symmetry 
and grace ; and affectation is a more terrible 
enemy to a fine face than the small-pox. 

Flatterers only lift a man up, as it is. said 
the eagle does the tortoise, to get something 
by his fall. 


He who receives a good turn should ney- 
er forgetit ; he who does one should never 
remember it 


Defile not your mouth with swearing ; 
neither use yourself to the naming of the 
Holy One. 

A man cannot be truly happy here, with- 
outa well grounded hope of being happy 
hereafter. 

A contented mind is more worth than all 
the treasure of both the Indies: And he 
that is master of himself in an innocent and 
homely retreat, enjoys all the wealth and 
curiosities of tke universe, 

Entertain; charity, and seek peace with 
allmen ; be helpful to your friends, and 
kind to strangers, but love and do good even 
to your enemies, for otherwise you usurp, 
not deserve, the name of a Christian. 

Hearken tothe warnings of conscience if 
vou would not feel its wounds. 





ho 





























EVENING REFLECTIONS. 23 
THE HOUR GLASS 


Is anemblem of human life ; behold ! 
how swif:ly the sands run, and how rapidly 
our lives are drawing to a close. We can- 
not without astonishment behold the little 
particles which are contained in this ma. 
chine, how they pass away almost impercep- 
tibly, and yet, to our surprise, in the short 
space of an hour, they are all exhausted. — 
Thus wastes man! to day, he puts forth 
the tender leaves of hope ; to morrow, blos- 
soms, and bears his blushing honors thick 
upon him; the next day comcs a frost, which 
nips the tender shoot, and when he thinks 
his greatuess is still aspiring, he falls like 
autumn leaves, to enrich our mother earth. 





EVENING REFLECTIONS. 
THE sun is set, the day is clos’d, 
The night is come the world’s compos’d, » 
And cares are laid aside : 
So fly my days without control, 
Like rolling spheres around the poll, 
Or swift as meteors glide. 


My life at best is but a span ; 


The days are few laid up for man, 
To number here in pain : 
Fach moment clips the little space, 
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24 EVENING REFLECTIONS. 


Contracts the span, cuts short the race, 
And winds the mortal chain. 


Soon will the wheel to pieces break, 
The fountain dry, the fabric shake, 
_ The silver cord untie : 
My day will end, my night will come, 
My body lodg’d in yonder tomb, 

My soul above the sky. 


ai 


Well, ifmy day must end so soon, 

The morning sun go down at noon, 
The present [7:1] improve : 

Vil watch the mom: ots as they ily, 

And none misspent shall me pass by, 
While 1 have power to love. 


I’ll strive to make my calling sure, 5 tl 
To reach the mark, the prize sécure, a 
And wait the crown in view : - 
I’ll take the cross; the shame despise, 
And seek my mansion in the skies, 


And bid the world adieu! 


Then break thou wheel, thou cord untie. 
Thou fabric fall, thou fountain dry, 

And night thy curtain spread ; 
Go down my sun, wind up my chain, 
Contract my span, and end my pain, 


And lodge me with the dead. LT. 
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